Changes in the morphology of Ehrlich ascites tumour cells caused by hyperosmotic media.
It was found that Ehrlich ascites tumour cells undergo significant morphology changes in media in which osmolarity is increased by NaCl or Hanks' balanced salt solution. The morphology changes include formation of filopodia- and lamellipodia-like cell surface protrusions. Their formation is enhanced by an addition of cytochalasin B. The data obtained suggest that both changes in plasma membrane properties and changes in activity of contractile apparatus participate in the formation of cell surface protrusions.